
 

 

 
Welcome! 

Dear friends of Christ Church,  

Welcome to this week’s bulletin.  We hope that you are finding it useful in keeping you in contact with our community 
in Christ Church in this most difficult time.  We welcome contributions from anyone who has a message to give, be it 
serious or maybe a little humorous.  We all need to be able to smile in the face of challenge. 

This bulletin will be emailed out to those on our email list.  As always, material for inclusion should be emailed by 
Tuesday evenings to Jude Bishop at notices@christchurchbath.org 

Please forward this bulletin to anyone to whom you think it would be of interest.  We will print a few paper copies and 
post them to those who are not on email. 

We’re still following government guidelines by not showing on-line services from inside church and hopefully you are 
managing to join in from your living room.  A reminder of how you can do this is here, and for the moment we will do 
that from the tiny chapel Colin and Lore have created at home.  To make it more of a Christ Church community we 
would love you to send photos of yourself and these can put up in the chapel as a visible sign that we are all 
worshipping together.  They can come by email to Lore, lore.chumbley@me.com or by post to Christ Church. 

Also, do please email or post or text prayer requests and we will try to include them week by week.  But be aware that 
the service will be online and so be careful of the confidentiality of friends and loved ones. 

The May Link is being prepared during this week and will be ready for next weekend.  If you are not on the internet 
you will receive a copy in the post.  The weekly readings are to be found in the Link. 

If you have any articles you wish to be included in future copies please email Alex at alexs@christchurchbath.org.   

All copies of the Link can be found on the website here. 

Reminder from the Priest-in-charge 

If you are experiencing financial problems, Christ Church may be able to help in small ways with day to day needs.  
Contact the Priest-in-charge in confidence. 

Sermon for May 14th - for the feast of St Mathias 
NT: Acts 1: 15-end, Gospel: John 15: 9-17 

Sometimes it is tempting to dislike ‘newcomers.’  One can feel they push in, they don’t know their place.  I remember 
at primary school a new girl arrived mid-term.  Candy was from America.  She looked like a girl in a story book.  Her 
curly hair was brushed and shiny, her long white socks gleamed white and stayed up all day.  She was clever too; she 
was ahead of us in the work and could paint trees which looked like tidy lollypops but looked like trees as well AND 
she was kind, and everyone wanted to be her friend.  

Sitting at the side of the school hall during a country dancing lesson, I stuck my foot as she danced past and made her 
stumble.  She was kind about it, but I knew I had done it on purpose.  My jealousy rage had led me to believe that 
Candy was trouble.  Actually, she made the class kinder and nicer.  It was I who was wrong. 

Often, newcomers bring new ideas and energy.  Mathias was a newcomer.  He is the apostle who almost didn’t make 
it.  He had been a disciple from the beginning but never one of the chosen twelve.  It wasn’t until everything was 
apparently over - the crucifixion, the resurrection and the resurrection appearances, that Peter decided a twelfth 
apostle was needed to replace Judas.  And so, the obscure disciple who spent his time listening to Jesus (we never 
hear him speak) became an Apostle and ultimately, a Saint. 

Mathias rose to the challenge.  Some say he travelled to Ethiopia to preach the Gospel there.  Some traditions say he 
took the good news to Cappadocia.  Some newcomers turn things completely upside down, like the ultimate 
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‘newcomer’ the Holy Spirit.  At Pentecost, Matthias and the other apostles would experience the Holy Spirit.  It (she?) 
would fill them like new wine, fire them up like kindling and blow them all over the known world where most of them, 
including Mathias, would eventually be martyred. 

So, two lessons on this feast of St Mathias. 

Firstly, let’s look for good in those we may initially find disrupting or even irritating - the Holy spirit is at work in them 
too. 

Secondly, if we feel a bit of an outsider - the story of Mathias can comfort us.  He is the apostle who almost didn’t 
make it.  He had been a disciple from the beginning but never one of the chosen twelve.  It wasn’t until everything was 
apparently over, that Peter decided a twelfth apostle was needed to replace Judas.  And so, the obscure disciple who 
spent his time listening to Jesus (we never hear him speak) became an Apostle and ultimately, a Saint.  

He seemed like the last & least of the apostles but like us he had a role.  Starting wherever we are, and blowing 
wherever the spirit takes us, in this lockdown, we are our generation’s Apostles, called to tell the good news of the 
resurrection and the kingdom of God. 

Sunday 17th May – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Today’s service  
10am 
OT: Genesis 8: 20-9:17 
Psalm: 66: 7-end 
NT: Acts 17: 22-31 
Gospel: John 14: 15-21 

Next week 
Thursday is Ascension Day 
As usual, there will be an online Eucharist at 11am 
The readings will be:  
NT: Acts 1: 1-11 
Psalm 47 
Gospel: Luke 24: 44-end 

The altar in Athens to the unknown god - some thoughts on today’s reading 

Some decades before sophisticated Romans first lounged in our magnificent Roman baths, Paul visited the city of 
Athens.  It was a sophisticated Greek city, proud of its thinkers and writers - it had been the city of Plato and Aristotle 
and Epicurus - and its magnificent public buildings.  In fact, there are parallels with modern Bath.  Like any Greek city 
it was full of pagan temples and images of Greek gods before which one was invited to pour offerings of wine.  This 
would have been anathema to a good Jew like Paul.  But Paul had sufficient wisdom to look beyond the trite statues 
of gods to find a sign of the longing for God that existed even in that pagan society.  When he saw an altar dedicated 
‘to the unknown god,’ he took that as a sign that there was a longing in the city for true knowledge of God - and that is 
something Paul knew all about. 

‘What you worship as unknown,’ he explained, ‘I proclaim to you!’  And he told them about the one God of the Jews 
and God’s self-revelation in Jesus. 

We live in a superficially secular country and like the Greeks of Athens our society has a longing for something deeper, 
something which gives meaning to life, something which is ‘true.’ 

As Christians, our knowledge of God, however little we may think that knowledge to be, is the thing that makes sense 
of our life.  We share that knowledge with Paul and all the Christians of the last 2000 years.  Next Thursday is 
Ascension Day and then, ten days later on Sunday May 31st we will celebrate Pentecost and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit.  Let’s use the last fortnight before Pentecost to pray for the people of our city that, like the citizens of Athens, 
they may discover the reality of the unknown God, knowledge of whom will allow them to make sense of their lives. 

Praying together with the prayer cycle 

Another source of material for prayer is Christ Church's own prayer cycle.  When we can't meet in person, it's never 
been more important to unite in prayer as a community in our separate locations.  There are suggested intercessions 
for the life of Christ Church and the wider Church, the community, our own spiritual life, those in need, and topics for 
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thanksgiving.  You can find the prayer cycle here or at http://www.christchurchbath.org/index.php/whatson/prayer-cycle-rotas 
and the 'prayer for the day' is also posted every day to our Twitter account https://twitter.com/ChristChBath. 

Charity of the Month.  This month we are supporting our regular link with USPG and their work in 
Malawi.  The following link USPG/Malawi will take you to their latest update on what they are 
achieving there. 

If you would like to make a donation you can do that at Donate, or send a gift to USPG, 5 Trinity St, 
London, SE1 1DB.  Tel 0207 921 2200. 
If you want to make a regular gift, you can add the name of Christ Church Bath to your online form and they will 
collate all donations and let us know our yearly total. 

Christian Aid Week 10th-16th May 

Christian Aid writes - The coronavirus outbreak threatens the health of our neighbours near and far.  Together we 
must respond quickly to help the most vulnerable. 

Coronavirus has shown us that our futures are bound more tightly together than ever before. 

Now it is spreading across the world’s poorest countries, putting people living in poverty at great risk. 

These people are already facing a lack of water, food and healthcare.  Some are homeless, some are living with 
underlying health issues such as HIV.  They will feel the impacts of the virus deeply. 

We must respond now.  Coronavirus impacts all of us.  But love unites us all. 

To donate to Christian Aid go here, or you can send a donation to Christian Aid, 35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE1 
7RL, or telephone 0207 620 4444. 

Progress on the building works 

Another week further on into work on the East 
End.  Photo 1 is the picture we had last week 
of the chancel steps.  Photo 2 shows the 
progress made this week. The electricians 
have pretty much completed their work of 
renewing the circuit systems and replacing 
the obsolescent fuse boxes as well as installing the new lighting for 

the East End. Photo 3 gives a perspective view of the East End which also demonstrates the 
new lighting.  We hope you’ll agree that it’s going to look quite stunning when finished.   

In the meantime, congratulations if you have recently joined us for online services or Bible study or zoom virtual 
coffee or morning prayer at 8 am every weekday.   If you still haven’t taken the plunge but would like to have a go and 
need to have your hand held through the process of accessing Facebook or Zoom so that you too can join us online, 
do phone or write - or even email.   Email Lore, lore.chumbley@me.com for a zoom invitation. 

Social action in Bath and Sustainable Food Partnership 

The Compassionate Community Hub is now operational across the whole of B&NES, with large numbers of 
volunteers who are being asked to provide support to people in need in their local areas. 

If anyone needs support with buying food or medicines, and there is no local group that they can turn to, then they 
should send an email with the subject "Support" to compassion@3sg.org.uk and the team will pick up your query 
within 24 hours. 

Alternatively, telephone the Banes Covid/Compassionate Community helpline 0300 247 0050. 

People wanting to register as a volunteer with Compassionate Community Hub should complete the form via this link: 
http://bit.ly/communityvolunteersignup. 

3SG & the Sustainable Food Partnership have produced a list of local providers offering food to people across Bath 
and north east Somerset.  You can find a comprehensive list here. 

 

1 – Chancel steps last week 
2 – the new Chancel steps 

3 – with the new lighting 
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Please tell your older friends about DAILY HOPE.  Daily Hope is a response to the nearly 
3 million older people living in the UK who cannot access the internet and who now find 
themselves even more isolated and cut off from those around them.  Many are struggling 
with anxiety and fear.  Please tell older people who you know about Daily Hope.  It’s for 
people with no access to the internet.  It’s a FREE phone line so that they can listen to 

hymns, prayers, daily reflections, and a choice of church services.  When you phone, the call is answered by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.  Try it now!  Thank you. 

The Make lunch team is up and running delivering food parcels every 
Thursday.  We still need volunteers to pack and prepare the food 
parcels.  We’re also going to need driving volunteers with access to 
their own car who will be willing to deliver up to 5 food parcels each 
week. If you would like to help contact:  

The Make Lunch Team (makelunch@oasisbath.org) 

Bath 24/7 Prayer - We have done the first 35 days and are looking to increase the 
number of people praying!  Thank you for those who have joined us on this united 
journey from many different churches across the city.  There has never been a greater 
need to unite together in pray for our city, nation our world like now.  Cover BATH in 
prayer 24 hours a day FOR 50 DAYS FROM EASTER TO PENTECOST+ 

Sign up for a slot for virtual 24-7 prayer by clicking here bit.ly/50DOP 

There is a page set up for specific things to pray for concerning Bath (e.g. praying for Claverton Ward at the Bath 
Clinic for staff as they are self-isolating due to being in contact with covid19 and for the reopening of the ward) 

So if you have any others please send an email to jawykes@yahoo.co.uk 

A message from Genesis and Julian House  

Julian House, B&NES Council and DHI have worked together to house over 40 rough sleepers in accommodation. 

Julian House have decamped to Manvers Street Hostel & have moved 10 of the 20 residents out into alternative 
accommodation which allows for people to isolate.  So far symptoms have been low amongst the homeless 
population. 

Staff and volunteers have worked and still are working long hours supporting really vulnerable people.  Their work 
involves: 

 Street Outreach continues Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings. 
 Rough Sleeper Drop In: Tuesday & Thursday from 2-4pm at the back of Manvers Street Hostel. 
 Food daily at the back of Manvers St Hostel. 

Julian House and Curo are also providing at least one meal a day, 7 days a week to their vulnerable residents in 
hostels and working with the Genesis foodbank to provide meals for people who have a history of sleeping rough. 

All this costs money.  Please keep an eye on Julian House Facebook and Twitter for appeals for help and 
support. 

 

Finally, as you clap on Thursday nights, say this prayer, 

 

Accepted …… 
 

Lord of life, 
your love for us is so great and our love for you so small. 

Thank you for accepting what we are able to offer 
and set our hearts on fire now with love for you and your world. 
in the name of your risen Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


