
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome! 

 

Dear friends of Christ Church,  

Welcome to this week’s bulletin.  We hope that you are finding it useful in keeping you in contact with our community 
in Christ Church in this most difficult time.  We welcome contributions from anyone who has a message to give, be it 
serious or maybe a little humorous.  We all need to be able to smile in the face of challenge. 

This bulletin will be emailed out to those on our email list.  As always, material for inclusion should be emailed by 
Tuesday evenings to Jude Bishop at notices@christchurchbath.org 

Please forward this bulletin to anyone to whom you think it would be of interest.  We will print a few paper copies and 
post them to those who are not on email. 

We’re still following government guidelines by not showing on-line services from inside church and hopefully you are 
managing to join in from your living room.  A reminder of how you can do this is here, and for the moment we will do 
that from the tiny chapel Colin and Lore have created at home.  To make it more of a Christ Church community we 
would love you to send photos of yourself and these can put up in the chapel as a visible sign that we are all 
worshipping together.  They can come by email to Lore, lore.chumbley@me.com or by post to Christ Church. 

Also, do please email or post or text prayer requests and we will try to include them week by week.  But be aware that 
the service will be online and so be careful of the confidentiality of friends and loved ones. 

The June Link is being prepared.  If you have any articles you wish to be included in future copies please email Alex 
at alexs@christchurchbath.org.   

The weekly readings are to be found in the Link.  All copies of the Link can be found on the website here. 

If you are not on the internet you will receive a copy in the post.   

Reminder from the Priest-in-charge 

If you are experiencing financial problems, Christ Church may be able to help in small ways with day to day needs.  
Contact the Priest-in-charge in confidence. 

Time and Talent 2020 

Many of you will remember our Time and Talent (TT) project in 2018 where we raised over £3000 for the church re-
ordering.  Equally important it generated wonderful fellowship and much fun as we discovered each other’s talents – 
as well as our own.  Sadly, this year the Time and Talent project was disrupted by the Covid 19 virus shortly after it 
was launched.  Some of you had taken the envelopes with £20 seed money but many others had not. 

The congregation has been incredibly generous in supporting the East End re-ordering and we are now within £4000 
of funding this important first phase of the project.  We have been set a challenge to raise part of this amount through 
the Time and Talent project albeit in difficult circumstances.  However, as we have seen in recent weeks, in the midst 
of crisis comes creativity. 

The fundraising group has met and decided to continue the project this year as far as it is possible.  Thus, we are 
asking you to participate whether you took the seed money or not.  The idea is to raise funds using our own time and 
talents, and also by utilising creative ways developed by other organisations.  We realise that this will not be easy, 
given the lock down and social distancing as well as the many other calls on your time and energies. 

Creative activity has been going on behind the scenes and during Lent one talented person made beautiful 
woollen chick covers for Easter eggs and sold them.  Already some people have been making and selling 
tasty treats for friends and family.  If you have been doing some decluttering, there are websites such as 
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http://www.ziffit.com that pays you for second-hand books, CDs and DVDs.  You can download the app onto your 
mobile phone,  then scan in the barcode using your phone and it gives you the amount they will pay for the item.  
Pack your items in a box and if it weighs 5 kg (about the weight of 17 paperbacks) or more they will collect the parcel 
from you at no cost.  If you don’t have a smart phone you can type in the ISBN number.  If you know of any similar 
sites please let us know so that we can share them. 

We would be most grateful if: 

 Those who have already raised some funds would please deposit them in the church’s bank account (details 
below) giving as reference:  your name TT and the number of your envelope, e.g. JoeBloggs TT26; 

 Those who have not taken envelopes but are able to raise funds, please also deposit them in the next weeks 
into the same account with the reference: your name and TT, e.g. JoeBloggs TT; 

 Those of you who have something to sell or a service to offer (within the confines of the current regulations) 
would you please let Jonathan Stead know at jonathanstead20@gmail.com and we will publicise it within the 
Christ Church community. 

We sincerely appreciate your past support and hope that you will join us in this worthwhile project. 

Christ Church bank details for Trustees of Christ Church Bath:  sort code – 60 02 05, account - 50935534 

Sermon for May 21st – Ascension Day 

NT: Acts 1: 1-11 Gospel: Luke 24: 44-end 

In pre-reformation times the feast of the Lord’s Ascension would have been celebrated with processions & chanting.  
The Jews of the Old Testament enjoyed a noisy religious procession too - ‘God has gone up with a merry noise and 
the Lord with the sound of the trumpet,’ we said in the psalm.  Psalm 47 reminds us of the Old Testament procession 
carrying the ark of the covenant up to the temple as King David danced before it - a joyful and noisy business! 

It was apparently a medieval belief that lion cubs were born dead and the father lion would roar over them so loudly 
that the noise brought them to life.  St Catherine of Sienna wrote to a cardinal, her wish - ‘That such a bellow should 
be uttered over the body of the church, as would awaken the sons lying dead within her.’ 

Fr Cantalamessa, a contemporary Catholic priest has  commented on this: 

‘I don’t know what word St Catherine thought should be shouted over the body of Holy church, but I do know 
the word that ought to be shouted today to wake the church.  Eternity!’ 

He’s right.  Eternity is the ‘unique selling point of the church,’ the dimension that the church as distinct from the 
temporal world understands.  Our response as church to the coronavirus is, or should be, to keep one eye on those 
finding it difficult being isolated and alone, but the other eye on eternity. 

In the light of eternity, we may see our own worries in a different light.  Our worry and isolation and fear for instance, 
do they really matter in the light of eternity?  This time will pass.  In reality, our worries are about what might happen in 
the future and that’s something which Jesus forbids us to be concerned about.  ‘Do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will bring worries of its own.  Today’s trouble is enough for today,’ (Matthew 6:34) 

Our concern about money, even if that is a fairly serious concern, Jesus tells us not to worry, God who clothes the 
flowers so beautifully and loves us more than them, can be trusted. 

Even cancelled exams which, I recognise, for young people seem like a disaster - in ten years’ time, let alone in the 
light of eternity, those exams won’t matter, or if they do, in God’s time they can be retaken. 

No.  What truly matters in the light of eternity is how we relate to God & to each other.  “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour 
as yourself,” Jesus says, (Luke 10:27)  We are to bear each other’s burdens and allow God to bear ours.  When we 
live in that way we are truly sharing in the life Jesus lived on earth and that he intends us to live here for him, now that 
he is returned to heaven. 

At the feast of the Ascension we celebrate Christ’s bodily return to the eternity of Heaven with the promise that he will 
send the Holy Spirit so that as we share the life he lived on earth we will also have a part in his eternal life, in heaven. 
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Sunday 24th May – Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Today’s service  
10am 
OT: Ezekiel 36: 24-28 
Psalm: 68: 1-10 
NT: Acts 1: 6-14 
Gospel: John 17: 1-11 

The anthem this morning is “Sing we merrily” by Adrian Batten (1591-1637) 

Next week 
Thursday online Eucharist at 11am 
The readings will be:  
NT: Acts 22: 30, 23:6-11 
Psalm 16: 1, 5-end 
Gospel: John 17: 20-end 

In the meantime, congratulations if you have recently joined us for online services or Bible study or zoom virtual 
coffee or morning prayer at 8 am every weekday.  If you still haven’t taken the plunge but would like to have a go and 
need to have your hand held through the process of accessing Facebook or Zoom so that you too can join us online, 
do phone or write - or even email.  Email Lore, lore.chumbley@me.com for a zoom invitation.  It’s also possible to join 
zoom sessions by phone either landline or mobile as long as it has a key pad.  Ask for the phone number and ID for 
the session in good time. 

Angela Soboslay writes “For those of you who had met my mother, Betty, (especially the flower ladies at Easter) 
when she came to visit and have often asked after her since she went into a care home - it is with sadness I am letting 
you know that she passed away last week quickly and peacefully.” 

Please keep Angela in your prayers while she makes arrangements for her mother’s funeral. 

Thoughts from the Priest-in-charge 

We’re now in the ten days between Ascension Day, which this year fell on 21st May, and Pentecost which falls later, 
this year on May 31st.  During these ten days it is a tradition in the church to pray for the coming of God’s kingdom.  
While we may initially feel that this is a strange time to be praying for the kingdom of God, as around us people are 
feeling increasingly isolated and lonely, actually it is in times like this that the prayer life of the Church comes into its 
own.  You can pray on your own, join virtually with others from Christ Church for morning prayer at 8am every 
morning, Monday to Friday or find resources from the C of E website.at 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/thy-kingdom-come.  They will help you pray with the 
Anglican Communion worldwide. 

Meantime, back at Christ Church we look to be reminded of the power of place as we begin to stream services from 
Christ Church in the near future.  Church buildings are designed to remind us of the kingdom of God and Christ 
Church is no exception.  Its arches point up to heaven; the church is orientated to the East, from whence, traditionally,  
Christ will return at the second coming;  the high altar on its raised platform remind us of the holiness and 
transcendence of God;  and in our new configuration the choir and congregation arranged as if gathered round a table 
remind us of the eminence of Holy Spirit as we  share Communion. 

As you will have over the last few weeks, the building work to create our new configuration is progressing while we are 
away from church.  Our part in this is to help raise the last £4000 to pay for this phase of the work.  We are 
relaunching our ‘Time and Talents’  challenge, see article above.  Plants, books, CDs, DVDs - whatever you have, 
someone will want to buy it, and whatever you need someone probably has it for sale.  Next week’s bulletin will carry 
a big section for Time and Talents.  So if there are things you would like or things you have to offer, let Jonathan know 
in good time so they can be included. 

Social action in Bath and Sustainable Food Partnership 

The Compassionate Community Hub is now operational across the whole of B&NES, with large numbers of 
volunteers who are being asked to provide support to people in need in their local areas. 

If anyone needs support with buying food or medicines, and there is no local group that they can turn to, then they 
should send an email with the subject "Support" to compassion@3sg.org.uk and the team will pick up your query 
within 24 hours. 
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Alternatively, telephone the Banes Covid/Compassionate Community helpline 0300 247 0050. 

People wanting to register as a volunteer with Compassionate Community Hub should complete the form via this link: 
http://bit.ly/communityvolunteersignup. 

3SG & the Sustainable Food Partnership have produced a list of local providers offering food to people across Bath 
and north east Somerset.  You can find a comprehensive list here. 

 
Please tell your older friends about DAILY HOPE.  Daily Hope is a response to the nearly 
3 million older people living in the UK who cannot access the internet and who now find 
themselves even more isolated and cut off from those around them.  Many are struggling 
with anxiety and fear.  Please tell older people who you know about Daily Hope.  It’s for 
people with no access to the internet.  It’s a FREE phone line so that they can listen to 

hymns, prayers, daily reflections, and a choice of church services.  When you phone, the call is answered by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.  Try it now!  Thank you. 

The Make lunch team is up and running delivering food parcels every 
Thursday.  We still need volunteers to pack and prepare the food 
parcels.  We’re also going to need driving volunteers with access to 
their own car who will be willing to deliver up to 5 food parcels each 
week. If you would like to help contact:  

The Make Lunch Team (makelunch@oasisbath.org) 

Bath 24/7 Prayer - We have done the first 42 days and are looking to increase the 

number of people praying!  Thank you for those who have joined us on this united 
journey from many different churches across the city.  There has never been a greater 
need to unite together in pray for our city, nation our world like now.  Cover BATH in 
prayer 24 hours a day FOR 50 DAYS FROM EASTER TO PENTECOST+ 

Sign up for a slot for virtual 24-7 prayer by clicking here bit.ly/50DOP 

There is a page set up for specific things to pray for concerning Bath (e.g. praying for Claverton Ward at the Bath 
Clinic for staff as they are self-isolating due to being in contact with covid19 and for the reopening of the ward) 

So if you have any others please send an email to jawykes@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

Finally, as you clap on Thursday nights, say this prayer, 

 

 

God of all hope we call on you today. 
We pray for those who are living in fear: 

Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to them. 
May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace. 

 
We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty. 

For those people who are worried about attending worship. 
For those needing to make decisions in order to care for others 

For those who feel isolated by not being able to attend. 
Grant us your wisdom. 

 
Holy God, we remember that you have promised that 

Nothing will separate us from your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ. 
Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you.  Amen. 

 


